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Zhengzitong is one of the most famous dictionaries in Chinese lexicographical 
history. The original name of Zhengzitong was Zihuibian which was written by Zhang 
Zilie, who was a celebrity during late Ming and early Qing. The main purpose of 
compiling this dictionary was to correct mistakes in Zihui, which was also a popular 
dictionary compiled by Mei Yingzuo in Ming Wanli. Criticizing predecessor’s works 
and expounding Zhang Zilie’s own opinions play major role in Zhengzitong’s 
character identification, words interpretation and pronunciation guides. It shows 
Zhengzitong is an argumentative work. Zhengzitong spread far and wide after its 
publication and the far-reaching impact lasted from Kangxizidian to today’s 
voluminous Chinese dictionaries. 
The content of phonetic notation which occupies large proportion in Zhengzitong 
is very rich. It is an integral part of this dictionary, but there has been little scholarly 
research on this topic. Begins with observation of phonetic notation, this paper 
researches and analyses style of phonetic notation, material and method of ancient 
phonology study and ancient phonology system of Zhengzitong on the basis of 
previous studies. Meanwhile, we have discovered Hongwuzhengyun plays an 
important role in Zhangzilie’s phonology study, so we devote a separate chapter to 
this issue. 
Through above analysis, we hold Zhengzitong was located at the confluence of 
inheritance and reformation of ancient phonology study which originated in Song 
Dynasty. Zhang Zilie’s ancient phonology study basically shows limitations and 
constraints from previous dynasties’ study, but it also shows some evidence about new 
changes in late Ming. We have paid some attention to this issue in the hope that we 
could afford a reference for the future research of ancient phonology study in Ming 
and Qing Dynasty. 
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